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TRIBUTE TO BIRMINGHAM’S 
CELEBRATION OF ALABAMA 200 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the City of Bir-
mingham’s kick-off celebrations for ‘‘Alabama 
200,’’ a three year campaign to commemorate 
the people and places of Alabama in recogni-
tion of its 200 years of statehood. This week 
Birmingham launches its bicentennial theme, 
‘‘I’m Coming Home’’, at the Alabama Theatre 
in downtown historic district. 

Alabama 200 offers the opportunity to look 
back at the state’s unique and diverse history. 
For the City of Birmingham, it’s a chance to 
highlight and remember contributions of the 
wonderful people from the City who have 
helped shape our great state and change this 
nation. 

I believe it is befitting that during the 2017 
Magic City Classic football weekend that we 
pay special tribute to the outstanding contribu-
tions of Birmingham’s musical luminaries. 

A few of Birmingham’s biggest musical gi-
ants, include The Blind Boys of Alabama, Lio-
nel Hampton and the amazing talent of The 
Temptations, comprised of Eddie Kendricks, 
Dennis Edwards, Paul Williams, and Melvin 
Franklin. Between these Birmingham men 
there are a total of eight Grammys, numerous 
White House performances and several Hall of 
Fame inductions. Through the course of their 
careers they became regarded as some of the 
best in their respective genres. 

Perhaps, the best known vocal group from 
Birmingham was The Temptations. Before The 
Temptations became one of Motown’s great-
est singing groups they started out as a trio 
from the Magic City called The Cavaliers. 
They were led by childhood friends Eddie 
Kendrick and Paul Williams who grew up in 
the Birmingham neighborhood of Ensley. 

Today, The Temptations are world re-
nowned and considered ambassadors of soul. 
During their career the group has sold 16 mil-
lion LPs and scored 14 number one R&B sin-
gles, including ‘My Girl’ and ‘Ain’t Too Proud 
to Beg’. They received three Grammys and 
were inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame. 

Members of The Blind Boys of Alabama 
also had deep roots in the City of Birmingham. 
This talented group is a 5-time Grammy 
award-winning gospel group who first sang to-
gether in 1939. In the seven decades since 
the Blind Boys of Alabama first performed, 
America has changed tremendously—wit-
nessing everything from a world war to the 
civil rights movement. But through it all, the 
Blind Boys’ music has not only endured, but 
thrived, helping both to define the sound of the 
American south and to push it forward through 
the 20th century and well on into the 21st cen-
tury. 

The Blind Boys of Alabama first sang to-
gether in the school chorus at the Alabama In-

stitute for the Negro Blind in Talladega, Ala-
bama. The group was originally called the 
‘‘Happyland Jubilee Singers’’ and its founding 
members were Clarence Fountain, Jimmy Car-
ter, George Scott, Velma Bozman Traylor, 
Johnny Fields, Olice Thomas, and the only 
sighted member, J. T. Hutton. 

The Blind Boys first rose to fame in the seg-
regated south, releasing their debut single, ‘‘I 
Can See Everybody’s Mother But Mine,’’ in 
1948. Seventy years later the group continues 
to entertain crowds around the globe. 

Many do not know that great jazz musician 
Lionel Hampton also had his early beginnings 
in Birmingham, Alabama. Shortly after his birth 
in 1908 in Louisville, Kentucky, he and his 
mother moved to her hometown in Bir-
mingham, AL. 

Lionel Hampton was a musical genius who 
mastered so many instruments and roles. He 
was a jazz vibraphonist, pianist, percussionist, 
bandleader and actor. Lionel Hampton’s rich 
mastery of the vibraphone made him one of 
the leading figures of the swing era. He was 
an extremely important figure in American 
music, not only as an entertainer and an im-
provising musician in jazz, but also because 
his band helped usher in rock ’n’ roll. 

He performed on piano and drums and was 
one of the first musicians to play the vibra-
phone in jazz. He also played on 
groundbreaking recordings with Louis Arm-
strong, Benny Carter and Benny Goodman in 
the 1920’s and 30’s. 

The exceptional talent of Lionel Hampton, 
the Blind Boys of Alabama and the Tempta-
tions has made the City of Birmingham proud. 
While these musical giants will be honored 
during Magic City Classic, the contributions of 
other Birmingham notables will also be cele-
brated by the City during the three-year cam-
paign leading up to Alabama’s 200 anniver-
sary of statehood. Future Birmingham hon-
orees will include: Dr. James Andrews, Dr. 
Richard Arrington, Jr., Charles Barkley, Wil-
liam Bell, Sr., Bobby Bowden, Courtney Cox, 
Dr. Larry DeLucas, Fannie Flagg, Dr. 
Herschell Lee Hamilton, Emmylou Harris, Bo 
Jackson, Carl Lewis, Rebecca Luker, Dr. 
Charles McCallum, Patty McDonald, Dr. Mi-
chael Saag, David Sea, Rev. Fred 
Shuttlesworth, Dr. Selwyn Vickers, Dr. Michael 
McCracken and Odessa Woolfolk. Special rec-
ognition to the illustrious Dr. Henry Panion III 
composer and professor of music at University 
of Alabama at Birmingham for his outstanding 
efforts in arranging, directing and performing 
the tributes to Birmingham’s musical giants 
during the Magic City Classic weekend. 

Alabama’s bicentennial celebration offers 
citizens and visitors of all ages the chance to 
share and explore our state’s history as we 
share our colorful past and imagine a more 
progressive future. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recogni-
tion of ‘‘Alabama 200’’—the three-year bicen-
tennial campaign—and the very special role 
the people of Birmingham played in shaping 
this state and our nation. May the State of 
Alabama, the City of Birmingham and their 

rich traditions continue to grow and prosper for 
many more years to come. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE BIG SABLE 
LIGHTHOUSE 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Big 
Sable Lighthouse. For a century and a half, 
the Big Sable Lighthouse has been lighting up 
the eastern shores of Lake Michigan. On No-
vember 1, the people of Ludington will cele-
brate this momentous occasion. 

In July 1866, Congress appropriated funds 
for a new lighthouse to be constructed along 
the shores of Lake Michigan’s Big Sable Point. 
Completed in 1867, the 112 foot yellow brick 
structure was later covered with steel plates to 
withstand the harsh elements of the lakeshore. 

After 100 years of service, the lighthouse 
was finally decommissioned in 1968—where-
upon it fell into disrepair. Without upkeep, Big 
Sable was deemed unsalvageable by the U.S. 
Coast Guard in 1986. Thankfully, a few in-
trepid businessmen positioned sandbags in 
front of the lighthouse and residence, shoring 
up the weathered seawall. These men would 
later found the Sable Points Lighthouse Keep-
ers Association, whose efforts preserve and 
promote the now accessible tower. 

Today, the lighthouse has been completely 
restored and opens daily for visitors to climb. 
I ask my colleagues to join me in celebrating 
the 150 years that Big Sable has been lighting 
the shores of Lake Michigan. I welcome them 
to make the two mile hike to Big Sable Point 
and see what West Michigan has to offer. 

f 

REMEMBERING ELIZABETH CHACE 

HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember Elizabeth Chace. Lilly, as most 
people knew her, travelled around the world, 
but her heart was never far from her friends 
and family in Rhode Island. 

Lilly is remembered for her cutting wit, her 
love of movies, and her fierce loyalty to those 
she loved. She was a devoted fan of the New 
England Patriots, the Boston Red Sox, and 
her puppy Mona. 

The loss of her distinctive laugh, contagious 
joy and incredible generosity of spirit has 
shaken our entire community. To honor her 
memory, her family is asking that anyone 
thinking of her practice a random act of kind-
ness and sing at the top of your lungs, in your 
car, with the windows down. A moving testa-
ment to a wonderful person. 
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My heart goes out to Lilly’s family, including 

her parents Arnold ‘‘Buff’’ and Johnnie, as well 
as her siblings Sarah, Ben and Nathaniel. On 
behalf of the people of the First Congressional 
District of the State of Rhode Island, I offer my 
most sincere condolences and deepest sym-
pathy in this difficult time. 

f 

COMMENDING THE PEOPLE OF 
DOUGLAS COUNTY AND THE 
DOUGLAS COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS 

HON. DAVID SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to commend the people of Doug-
las County and the Douglas County Board of 
Commissioners for designating October as 
Douglas County Behavioral Health Month. 

Millions of Americans have behavioral 
health challenges. Unfortunately, many go 
without needed behavioral health treatment. 
The goal of Behavioral Health Month is to 
‘‘Stomp the Stigma’’, the negative attitudes 
and behaviors toward individuals with behav-
ioral health challenges. Stigma can lead to 
lack of understanding by friends, family, and 
coworkers. It can also lead to bullying, harass-
ment, or physical violence. As a result, many 
individuals are reluctant to seek behavioral 
health care, isolate themselves, or have feel-
ings of shame and insecurity. 

This October, the Douglas County Board of 
Commissioners is uniting schools, religious or-
ganizations, military and veterans’ organiza-
tions, and healthcare and legal professionals. 
Together, Douglas County is working to in-
crease awareness and understanding of chal-
lenges, reduce stigma and discrimination, and 
promote accessible services for individuals 
with behavioral health challenges. 

Please join me in commending the people 
of Douglas County and the Douglas County 
Board of Commissioners for their efforts to in-
crease awareness about behavioral health 
challenges and ‘‘Stomp the Stigma’’. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PATRICIA 
AND PETER GORES 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Patricia and Peter Gores of Mumford, 
New York. They recently donated a more than 
100-year-old clock which had been a center-
piece in the Gores’ family home for more than 
40 years. The clock was manufactured in New 
York State by the Self-Winding Clock Com-
pany, built with casing made from Quarter 
Sawn Oak, and remains in good working con-
dition to this day. This clock was formerly lo-
cated in Rochester, New York, at the Claude 
Bragdon train station where it served as the 
New York Central Railroad’s Master Clock to 
ensure a consistent time among the clocks 
around the station. The donation of this clock 
will allow it to be proudly displayed in Roch-
ester’s new train station. 

The Claude Bragdon station opened its 
doors in 1914 and was a paragon of design. 
This station was where our community bid 
farewell to local soldiers as they were sent to 
serve our nation. It was a gathering place for 
suffragettes organizing for the right to vote. It 
was also where our community welcomed dig-
nitaries, including Presidents. This clock rep-
resents that era and the importance rail travel 
has played in our nation’s history. 

While the Claude Bragdon station is no 
longer standing, Rochester opened the doors 
to its brand new train station this fall which 
borrows heavily from the design of the old sta-
tion. The new state-of-the-art, ADA compliant 
station will dramatically improve service for the 
more than 130,000 passengers that utilize 
passenger rail in Upstate New York. Whether 
you’re a student traveling to Rochester to at-
tend one of the great colleges or universities 
or an entrepreneur visiting the city for the first 
time, this Master Clock will stand as a re-
minder of Rochester’s proud history. 

On behalf of the Rochester community, I 
want to thank Patricia and Peter Gores for 
their generous donation and commitment to 
returning the Master Clock to its former home. 

f 

HONORING CHASE KELSEN 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Chase Kelsen for his attainment of 
the rank of Eagle Scout in Troop 614 of the 
Boy Scouts of America on the central coast of 
California. 

At the age of just 16, Chase represents a 
personification of our nation and its values. He 
has demonstrated this through his service as 
First Sergeant with the Civil Air Patrol’s 
Squadron 36 and his graduation from Non- 
Commissioned Officers School. These are dif-
ficult tasks and are a testament to Chase’s 
fortitude and leadership capabilities. His sense 
of duty also goes beyond our nation’s borders. 
He has spent considerable time teaching sus-
tainable farming techniques and building or-
phanages abroad in places such as Mexico 
and Nicaragua. 

Chase’s tireless work and dedication to go 
far beyond what is expected of an Eagle 
Scout Service Project, the task required to be 
awarded the rank of Eagle Scout. His Eagle 
Project included building a crosstie and wash 
station for horses used in hippotherapy at the 
Pediatric Therapy Center in Aptos, California. 
During hippotherapy, the rider uses the move-
ments of a horse as a type of physical ther-
apy. With these new additions, the center will 
be better able to help children with disorders 
such as cerebral palsy develop greater pos-
ture, coordination, and a stronger sense of 
control over their bodies. The crosstie and 
washroom took over eight hundred and sixty- 
five hours to construct and cost over $20,000. 
Chase was able to acquire the cost of the 
project solely through donations, an impres-
sive feat at any age. Facilities like these are 
deeply needed in the central coast of Cali-
fornia and each improvement or addition to 
existing facilities serves to make our commu-
nity that much stronger. Through his efforts, 
Chase has produced a positive, tangible im-
pact on the place he calls home. 

It is young women and men like Chase that 
will become leaders in our communities. His 
commitment to serving others and his sense 
of duty to our country and the world is some-
thing that deserves the highest recognition 
and praise. Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues in the House join me in congratulating 
Chase Kelsen. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WEEK OF OCTO-
BER 22ND, 2017 AS NATIONAL 
CHEMISTRY WEEK 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of National Chemistry Week. 

As co-chair of the Congressional Chemistry 
Caucus, along with my friend Congressman 
Moolenaar, I am pleased to take this oppor-
tunity to draw attention to the chemical 
sciences. This year marks the 30th anniver-
sary of National Chemistry Week, an initiative 
of the American Chemical Society that high-
lights the contributions that chemistry makes 
to science, education, and the economy. The 
theme of this year’s Chemistry Week is 
‘‘Chemistry Rocks,’’ celebrating geochemistry, 
which is the study of the chemical makeup of 
rocks, gems, and minerals. Geochemists do 
the underlying science that drives our oil, gas, 
and mining industries, and they are active in 
diverse fields such as water quality, public 
health, space science, and materials research. 

I want to recognize the nation’s chemists for 
their service to the country and their critical 
role in the economy. 

f 

HONORING THE SAN BENITO COUN-
TY LEAGUE OF UNITED LATIN 
AMERICAN CITIZENS 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the San Benito County League of 
United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) on 
the occasion of its thirty-year anniversary. For 
three decades, San Benito County LULAC has 
worked to advance civil and political rights and 
open economic opportunity to the Latino popu-
lation of San Benito County. Founded in 1987, 
LULAC was the first organization whose pri-
mary objective was the advancement of civil 
and political rights for the Latino community. 
Since its founding, San Benito County’s 
LULAC chapter has regularly mobilized its 
members to defend the rights of Latinos and 
to establish a forum for discussing community 
issues. They have made great progress in 
achieving these goals. 

At the core of LULAC’s mission is the belief 
that education is the foundation for the growth 
and success of the Latino community. San Be-
nito County LULAC sponsors numerous edu-
cational initiatives in support of its mission to 
advance the academic opportunities of the 
Latino community. One such initiative is the 
Young Adult Council. Since its formation in 
1989, San Benito County LULAC’s Young 
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